LEAVING  MOHAMMERAH
the need for safeguarding our position at this end of all these
lines by various quite indirect means which, at the time he
wrote, would have aroused no opposition and would have
cost little or nothing. But as generally happens, with us,
Whitehall is afraid of Parliament and unwilling to act until
the eleventh hour; then, when the difficulty is much greater,
public apprehension is aroused, and we do, at immense cost
and with much friction, what we might have done inexpen-
sively and unobtrusively years ago.'
Early in March I conducted Sunday service for the
last time at the Consulate and next morning left by road
for Dizful with suitable presents for those who should
befriend me, including a number of well-written manu-
script Qur'ans, and with all available data regarding
Luristan, including Rawlinson's Report of 1844 on the
Di2dPul-Khurramabad road via Qilab and Kuh-i-Mun-
gerrah and Kuh-i-Gird. I also took letters of recom-
mendation from Shaikh Khaz'al to the Wali of Pusht-i-
Kuh, Nazar Ali Khan, Fazil, Hasan, and Sartip (Tipu)
Khan, all of the Sagwand, and several Arab Shaikhs along
the Diz River including Haidar of the Al Kathir Saiyid
Na'mah and Alwan Fa'ail, Sohrab Khan, and Allah
Karam Khan.
Haji Rais3 who had prepared them, favoured me with
a vivid, libellous, and accurate word-picture of the true
character of each man; the Shaikh bade me an affec-
tionate farewell and attached to me a young Arab of
good family whose conversation made the long marches
seem short. Rahwali the first day, Qajariyah the second,
Aminiyah (opposite Ahwaz) the third. Here I met Saiyid
Na'amah, Saif us Sadat, a rebel in the time of Shaikh
Miz'al, Khaz'aPs father, but now a bulwark of order
against the Ban! Turuf Khasrij and Bani Lam. He owes
his title, * Sword of the Saiyids*, to the influence of
Shaikh Khaz'al with a previous Governor-General.
After a day spent at Aminiyah cto rest the animals5
138